First STEPS Phase I: Improving Immunization Rates for Children and Adolescents
Through IHOC, Maine Quality Counts is leading the First STEPS (Strengthening Together Early Prevention Services) Learning Initiative to support Maine's primary care practices in improving preventive and screening processes for children and building medical homes. The goal of Phase I was to improve immunization rates in participating practices by at least 4 percentage points within one year of project initiation by implementing changes in office procedures advocated by the American Academy of Pediatrics' Bright Futures curriculum. This final evaluation report was prepared by the Muskie School of Public Service and assesses the percentage point change in immunization rates in participating practices a full year after the initiative began and at 15 months. It also summarizes lessons learned in implementing changes in practices and challenges in using CHIPRA and IHOC immunization measures at the practice level to inform quality improvement. http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oms/pdfs_doc/ihoc/first-steps-phase1-eval-report.pdf
First STEPS Phase II: Improving Developmental, Autism and Lead Screening for Children
This final evaluation report of the First STEPS (Strengthening Together Early Preventive Services) Phase II Improving Developmental, Autism, and Lead Screening for Children learning initiative assesses changes in developmental, autism, and lead screening rates and evidencebased office processes in participating practices during the initiative, as well as related systems changes. It also summarize lessons learned in implementing changes in practices and challenges in using CHIPRA and IHOC developmental, autism, and lead screening measures at the practice level to inform quality improvement. http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oms/pdfs_doc/ihoc/First_STEPS_PhaseIIEvalReport_final.pdf In Maine, a key objective of the IHOC CHIPRA demonstration grant is to collect and report on the Initial Core Set of Children's Health Care Quality Measures (referred to as the "CHIPRA Core Measures"), a set of 24 standardized, evidence-based measures identified by CMS for use by State Medicaid and CHIP programs. This report presents the results of the 18 CHIPRA Core Measures that were collected using MaineCare claims, Vital Statistics or survey data and reported to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) for FFY 2013. Also included in this report are an additional three measures from the IHOC project's Master List of Pediatric Measures. In addition to presenting results in graphs and narrative, this report provides measure definitions and background information about each measure topic. http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oms/pdfs_doc/ihoc/Measures_Summary_Report_2013.pdf
Maine IHOC Master List of Pediatric Measures
The Master List of Pediatric Measures was developed as part of the Maine CHIPRA Quality Demonstration Grant. Through intensive stakeholder engagement, key stakeholders from across the state worked together to develop a comprehensive list of pediatric measures that includes the CHIPRA Initial Core Set of Children's Health Care Quality Measures as well as additional clinically relevant pediatric quality measures. Measures are based on clinical guidelines and a broad base of support. To encourage adoption of child health quality measures across a variety of measurement and quality improvement activities, this Master List also reflects IHOC's emphasis on alignment. Examples of national alignment include the CHIPRA Initial Core Set; CMS priority areas related to Medicaid's Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) benefit, obesity, oral health, and behavioral health; the American Academy of Pediatrics' Bright Futures guidelines; the National Committee on Quality Assurance; the National Quality Forum; and the CMS EHR Incentive Program for Meaningful Use. http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oms/pdfs_doc/ihoc/IHOC_List_of_Pediatric_Measures_August_2014.pdf Achieving Consensus on Measure-Driven Child Health Quality: Maine's Improving Health Outcomes for Children Initiative As part of its CHIPRA Quality Demonstration Grant, Maine agreed to test the feasibility of reporting the 24 CHIPRA core measures and utilizing them to support quality improvement efforts. As part of this work, Maine developed an extensive stakeholder review process to assess CHIPRA core measures as well as other child health quality measures used in the state, and to adopt a list of child health measures for quality improvement. This brief describes Maine's process for selecting child health quality measures, including identified strengths and limitations of the CHIPRA core measures that led to the inclusion of additional state-specific measures and the factors considered for selection. This brief will be available on the IHOC webpage in November of 2014. http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oms/provider/ihoc.shtml
